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SUFFERING FROM THE DIVINE PERSPECTIVE 

Jesus began to teach the Apostles that the Son of Man must suffer greatly and be rejected by the elders, 

the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and rise after three days. He spoke this openly. Then Peter 

took him aside and began to rebuke him. At this he turned around and, looking at his disciples, rebuked 

Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan. You are thinking not as God does, but as human beings do.”  

Mark 8:31–33 

This was most likely not the reply that Peter was expecting from Jesus.  Peter was struggling with 

fear as Jesus explained that He would be entering into much suffering and death at the hands of the religious 

leaders of the time.  Peter loved Jesus and was fearful and anxious about the thought of his Master suffering 

and being killed.  So Peter, motivated by fear and confusion, tried to “talk some sense” into Jesus. 

The result?  Peter was rebuked in the presence of the other Apostles by Jesus.  Jesus went so far as to say, 

“Get behind me, Satan.”  That must have hurt. 

To understand this properly, we must start with the obvious conclusion that Jesus’ words were words 

of great love.  Jesus is not capable of anything other than love.  Therefore, we must seek to understand how 

these strong words from Jesus were loving and holy. 

The key to understanding this is the second thing Jesus said.  “You are thinking not as God does, but 

as human beings do.”  Jesus had just revealed to the Apostles the deepest mystery of His life’s mission.  

Namely, He just revealed that His mission was to accept unjust persecution and death at the hands of the 

religious leaders.  But in revealing this, it is also clear that He intended to bring good out of this suffering.  

He would not have allowed this suffering if it were not for some greater good.  The hard part is that, in order 

to understand this great mystery of suffering, one needs a deep faith.  The Apostles were being challenged to 

see this situation from the divine perspective.  Peter was having a hard time doing so, and that is why Jesus 

had to challenge him so directly. 

Jesus’ rebuke was a rebuke of love, helping Peter break free of his fear and limited vision so as to 

enter into this profound mystery of Jesus’ loving sacrifice.  

  

Reflect, today, upon your own struggle with the Cross of Christ.  His sufferings continue to be made present 

in our world through the love and sacrifices of His sons and daughters.  When Christians suffer on account of 

their faith, we must see this from the eyes of God, not the eyes of men.  We must see the divine blessings that 

accompany such sufferings and we must accept them in accord with the great mystery of God’s plan. 
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INFORMATION 

➢ Parish Contributions: Last Sunday Offertory: £970.82 (Standing Orders: £805, Offertory Collection: 

165.82).  Counting: This Sunday – Team C, Next Sunday – Team D.  Next Sunday there will be a second collection 

for Catholic Evangelisation. 

➢ Come & See Programme (RCIA): We are planning to start the Come & See programme very soon. Anyone who 

would like to become a Catholic, or who is interested in knowing more about the Catholic Faith, is welcome. 

Anyone who is considering becoming a Catholic should submit an application form.  Forms are available to collect 

from the back of church or to download from the parish website.  

➢ Readers’ Rota: If you have yet done so, please collect your copy from the sacristy. 

➢ Celebration Mass for Venerable Ignatius Spencer: To celebrate his Catholic Mission from the Mount, we are 

having a special Mass celebrated by Rev. Stephen Wright on Friday 17th September at 7pm. Ven. Ignatius Spencer 

started his mission at the Mount in the year 1832 with Fr. Francis Martin.  On 20 th February 2021 the Vatican 

declared him "Venerable", considering that he had lived a life of "heroic virtue". We were not able to celebrate it 

because of the restrictions at that time.  It is a great honour for the parish and the local Catholic area to celebrate 

this Mass. All are welcome. 

➢ Harvington Hall:  The 2021 Harvington Pilgrimage will take place this Sunday, Sunday 12th September.  Mass 

will be celebrated by Bishop David Evans at 3pm. Given the ongoing Covid-19 situation, this year’s Pilgrimage 

has been significantly reduced in scale, with only parishes from the Deaneries of Kidderminster, Dudley and 

Worcester invited to attend in person.  However, all are welcome to watch the pilgrimage via livestream: 

(https://www.birminghamdiocese.org.uk/) 

➢ Eternal Wall of Answered Prayer: We are seeking a million testimonies of answered prayer. Each prayer will 

make one brick.  Eternal Wall will stand for hundreds of years, passing our answered prayers down through the 

generations. We're looking for both miraculous and everyday answered prayers. Whether it was an immediate 

answer or whether you had to wait decades, we want to hear about it. If the answer was exactly what you wanted, 

not what you expected, or even a ‘no’, please feel free to share it with us. Testimonies about answered prayers can 

be up to 500 words.  Please visit: https://www.eternalwall.org.uk/testimony  

➢ Proximity at St Mary’s College, Oscott: Saturday 2nd October – a new, annual event for altar servers of all ages. 

The aim is to form servers in faith as those who come close to Jesus at the altar, so that they may grow closer to 

him in their lives. This year, the day is based around the life and witness of recently-beatified teenager, Blessed 

Carlo Acutis. Proximity 2021 | Birmingham Diocesan Trust (birminghamdiocese.org.uk) 

➢ ‘Life in the Spirit’ course: The Charis Diocesan Renewal group would like to invite everyone to an online series 

of Life in the Spirit.  A talented group of musicians and speakers will guide participants through the seminar series, 

which starts on Wednesday 22nd September at 7.30pm.  Would you like to sign up as part of the journey towards 

the Diocesan Vision, Unfolding God's Plan and support your parish?  Life in the Spirit course with the Archdiocese 

of Birmingham | Birmingham Diocesan Trust (birminghamdiocese.org.uk) 

➢ SPUC TINY FOOT COFFEE MORNING:  The Society for the Protection of Unborn Children is organising a 

coffee morning this Sunday, 12th September, following 9am Mass. Please join them for the coffee morning and 

support this cause.  

➢ Climate Action Meeting: 16th September 7-9pm (online): Please join us in combating climate change.  We have 

great strength and passion in our network, and we want to ask you to help us find ways to address the climate 

emergency together and to respond to Pope Francis’ call for an ecological conversion. The Archdiocese is 

increasing its conversion to green energy and has committed to ethical investment. Parishes and schools have taken 

part in CAFOD Live Simply Awards. We are proud of this work, but we want to do more and to reach more people. 

You are invited to join our initial open meeting, via Zoom, in which we will talk about the work we have done and 

what we wish to do, and where we will invite you to feedback, share your stories or simply add your support. 

Climate Action Meeting | Birmingham Diocesan Trust (birminghamdiocese.org.uk) 

➢ Marriage Banns: We are happy to announce the marriage between Frances Marie LAWLOR and Mark Samuel 

HEELEY on Saturday 18th September at 3pm in our church.  If anyone is aware of any reason why they should not 

marry, please contact Fr. Jobin.  

➢ Food Bank: Thanks again for your continued support of our food bank. At the moment, we are short of cereal, 

tinned meat, tinned potatoes, tinned tomatoes, UHT milk, long-life juice and toothbrushes. If you are able to donate, 

https://www.birminghamdiocese.org.uk/
https://www.eternalwall.org.uk/testimony
https://www.birminghamdiocese.org.uk/Event/climate-action-meeting
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please leave items in the basket in the church porch. We are continuing to support 3 families at the moment, but if 

you know of another family in need who would welcome support from our SVP Group, please contact Father Jobin. 

➢ FREE Lateral Flow COVID Test kits: Free lateral flow testing kits are available for everyone. These are for 

people with no symptoms of COVID-19.  You can order the tests online at: https://www.gov.uk/order-coronavirus-

rapid-lateral-flow-tests  or collect a free box from your local pharmacy.  There are 7 tests in a box. It is 

recommended to test twice a week or after an event where you may have come into contact with the virus.  

➢ Bro. Chris Colaco: We are happy to welcome Bro. Chris Colaco from Brentwood (London) Diocese to be in our 

parish for a couple of months as part of his Pastoral Placement and formation.  Let us keep him in our prayers.   

➢ Refreshments: Refreshments will be available in the parish hall on Thursdays (following 10am Mass) and on 

Sundays (following 9am Mass). We will continue to follow social distancing and other safety measures.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  
 

 

 

                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONTACT DETAILS 

St. Mary’s 

 

Fr. Jobin Kollappallil, 

SDV 

Address: St. Mary’s the Mount Presbytery,  

Vicarage Walk, Walsall, WS1 3NF         

Tel: 01922 622 633 

Web: www.stmarysthemount.co.uk 

 Parish Email: stmary.walsall@rcaob.org.uk  

Fr. Jobin: fr.jobin.kollappallil@rcaob.org.uk 

Fr. Rionelle: fr.rionelle.hinampas@rcaob.org.uk 

FB: Stmarys Mount; Twitter: @marys_mount 

Blog: stmarysthemount.tumblr.com 

Safeguarding representative: Mrs Karen Donnellan – 

07711831462 

St. Patrick’s 
Fr. Roberto Ciardo 

SDV 

Address: Blue Lane East, Walsall, WS2 8HN.      

Tel: 01922 622633 

Email: stpatrick.walsall@rcaob.org.uk 

St. Thomas’s 

 

Fr. Christogonus SDV 

 

Address:  Dartmouth Avenue, Walsall, WS3 1SP.    

Tel: 07404816951 

Email: fr.christogonus.ugwuakposim@rcaob.org.uk 

 

 

Pope Francis’s Prayer Intention for September: An Environmentally Sustainable Lifestyle 

We pray that we all will make courageous choices for a simple and environmentally sustainable lifestyle, 

rejoicing in our young people who are resolutely committed to this. 

Covid 19 Worship Guidelines for our church from 19th July 2021  
➢ It is still compulsory to wear face masks and to sanitise hands when in the church.   

➢ Following the recent government announcements, our church will continue to practise some social 

distancing measures in the church to ensure safety for all.  We will continue to update you with 

forthcoming changes. 

➢ The booking system for Sunday Masses will be suspended from 1st August 2021, so people can attend 

Holy Masses without booking.  

➢ All Masses will continue to be livestreamed for the foreseeable future. 

➢ There is no restriction on the number of people who can attend Funerals, Baptisms, and Weddings.   

➢ It is hoped that it will be possible for all Catholics in England and Wales to fulfil the most important 

Church precept, that of the Sunday Obligation, by the First Sunday in Advent 2021. 

➢ “Please Leave a Space” - We have removed all the seating restrictions on the left side of the church, as 

you face the altar, so that people can sit freely anywhere on that side.  If you do not wish people to sit too 

close to you, collect a “Please Leave a Space” card, as you enter the church, and place it next to you. If 

you wish to strictly maintain a 2-metre distance, please sit on the right side of the church where the 

seating is indicated with “Please Sit Here” stickers. 

 

https://www.gov.uk/order-coronavirus-rapid-lateral-flow-tests
https://www.gov.uk/order-coronavirus-rapid-lateral-flow-tests
http://www.stmarysthemount.co.uk/
mailto:stmary.walsall@rcaob.org.uk
mailto:fr.jobin.kollappallil@rcaob.org.uk
mailto:fr.rionelle.hinampas@rcaob.org.uk
tel:01922
mailto:stpatrick.walsall@rcaob.org.uk
mailto:fr.christogonus.ugwuakposim@rcaob.org.uk
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Sunday and Weekday Masses 

 

Let us pray for those who are sick: 

Mary Grace Menezes, Faisal Kazilbash, John Horton, Una Greevy, Aga, James McGeough, Mrs. Bernadette Duggan, 

Mavourneen Smith, Marie Hornblower, Judith Dunthorne, Angela Gonsalves, Margaret Powell, Matthew McGill, Lee Chit 

Wei, Susan Naughton, Carol Callaghan, Jo Baker, Mrs Small, Josie Kelleher, Gilbert Wilkes, Doris White. 

  TIME CHURCH MASS INTENTION OFFERED BY 

Saturday 11th         

5:30pm 

6:30pm  

6:30pm 

St. Mary’s 

St. Patrick’s (BD) 

St. Thomas’s 

Pro Populo 

Holy Mass 

Holy Mass 

 

 

Sunday 12th   
 

Twenty-fourth 

Sunday in 

Ordinary Time 

9:00am 

 

10:00am 

10.00am 

11:00am 

 

4:00pm 

7:00pm 

St. Mary’s 

 

St. Patrick’s 

St. Thomas’s 

St. Mary’s 

 

St. Mary’s 

St. Patrick’s 

Betty Tomkins – B 

Philip Donnellan - RIP 

Holy Mass 

Holy Mass 

Kevin & Christine Keady - RIP 

 

Sam Mukherjee - RIP 

Holy Mass 

Nelson Family 

P Shepherd 

 

 

R Parkes 

 

F Hackett 

Monday 13th    

St. John 

Chrysostom 

Bishop  

9:15am 

10:00am 

10:00am 

7:00pm 

St. Patrick’s (BD) 

St. Mary’s  

St. Thomas’s 

St. Mary’s 

Holy Mass 

Holy Mass 

Holy Mass 

Holy Mass 

 

 

 

Tuesday 14th 

  

Exaltation of the 

Holy Cross 

9:15am 

10:00am 

 

 

10:00am  

St. Patrick’s  

St. Mary’s 

 

 

St. Thomas’s  

Holy Mass 

Philip & Patrick Donnellan – 

RIP, DA 

Tony Draper – RIP, DA 

Holy Mass 

 

John Moylan 

 

Helen Draper 

Wednesday 15th  

Our Lady of 

Sorrows 

9:15am 

6:00pm 

7:00pm 

St. Patrick’s 

St. Mary’s 

St. Mary’s 

Holy Mass 

Adoration for Vocations 

Holy Mass 

 

 

 

Thursday 16th   

Ss. Cornelius, 

Pope, and 

Cyprian, Bishop & 

Martyrs 

9:15am 

10:00am 

10:00am 

St. Patrick’s 

St. Mary’s 

St. Thomas’s 

Holy Mass 

Holy Mass 

Holy Mass 

 

 

Friday 17th  

St. Robert 

Bellarmine 

Bishop & Doctor 

of the Church 

9:15am 

10:00am 

6:15pm 

7:00pm 

St. Patrick’s 

St. Thomas’s 

St. Mary’s 

St. Mary’s  

Holy Mass 

Holy Mass 

Confession & Holy Rosary 

Mass in honour of             

Ven. Ignatius Spencer 

 

 

 

 

Saturday 18th        

10:00am 

10:30am 

3:00pm 

5:30pm 

6:30pm 

6:30pm 

St. Mary’s 

St. Mary’s 

St. Mary’s 

St. Mary’s 

St. Patrick’s (BD) 

St. Thomas’s 

Desmond Williams – B, RIP 

Adoration & Confession 

Nuptial Mass 

Jim Lawndes - WB 

Holy Mass 

Holy Mass 

Margaret Williams 

 

 

Josie & Ivan Welch 

 

Sunday 19th   
 

Twenty-fifth 

Sunday in 

Ordinary Time 

9:00am 

10:00am 

10.00am 

11:00am 

3:00pm 

7:00pm 

St. Mary’s 

St. Patrick’s 

St. Thomas’s 

St. Mary’s 

St. Mary’s 

St. Patrick’s 

Mary Atterbury – RIP 

Holy Mass 

Holy Mass 

John Farrell – RIP 

FHC Children’s Mass 

Holy Mass 

M Byers 

 

 

V Fenlon 


