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COMMISSIONED FOR A MISSION 

 In our Gospel Reading for today, the mere changing of the name of Simon into that of “Cephas” which 

means rock “Petros/Petra” in Greek which is also having its corresponding equivalent in Latin the word “Petrus” 

– thus, Simon is being called now as Cephas or Peter insinuating the sense that he was being commissioned into 

something. 

 In the Gospel account of Matthew 16:18, it states: “So I now say to you: You are Peter and on this rock I 

will build my community….” In the Greek translation, the play of words is noticeable κἀγὼ δέ σοι λέγω ὅτι σὺ εἶ 

Πέτρος (Petros), καὶ ἐπὶ ταύτῃ τῇ πέτρᾳ (petra) οἰκοδομήσω μου τὴν ἐκκλησίαν (kagō de soi legō hoti su ei Petros, 

kai epi tautē tē(i) petra(i) oikodomēsō mou tēn ekklēsian…) because, in a very literal translation, the passage may 

mean you are rock referring to that of Petros (for Peter) and on this rock (that of petra) I will build my church or 

community. Moreover, it is also proper to remember that particular names in the Biblical Times symbolise the 

corresponding mission. However, the alteration or changing of names also connotes a specific mission to be carried 

out; for example Abram to Abraham, Abram means high father or great father to Abraham as the father of the 

multitude of nations; Simon to Peter, a simple fisherman who heard God’s word and obeys them into that of Peter 

becoming the foundation or the visible head; Saul to Paul, from the main persecutor of the Early Christians and was 

present and who have given the consent of stoning Stephen to death into becoming the Apostle to the Gentile. In 

line with this, the very commissioning for a certain mission would not be possible if there is the absence of response 

and dedication coming from the one being called. That is why our First reading stresses what Samuel said on hearing 

God calling him, but mistaking the voice to be that of Eli, for the first and the third time he got up and went to Eli 

and said “Here I am, since you called me.” Then after Eli understood that it is the Lord who is calling Samuel, Eli 

instructed him, if someone called him again, to say “Speak, Lord, your servant is listening”. Samuel did so when 

he heard the voice calling him once again. Likewise, responding to God’s calling for a specific mission also entails 

the concept of dedication or of dedicating one’s self for the said purpose or mission. That is why our second reading 

reminds us that our bodies must be used for the glory of God; a sense of dedicating our very bodies in order to carry 

out the very mission being entrusted by God for each and every one of us. 

 Therefore, Peter was commissioned for a certain mission of becoming the foundation and the visible head 

of the Church, the people of God. However, let us not also forget and let us always bear in mind that each and every 

one of us were also being commissioned and being sent for a mission by the virtue of our own baptism. In baptism, 

as we are being baptised in the name of the persons of the Blessed Trinity, we have shared in our Lord Jesus Christ’s 

threefold missions or the so called “munera” of being Priests, Kings, and Prophets. Thus, are we trying to respond 

also to our own state of being commissioned for a specific or certain mission. Each and every one of us was also 

being commissioned for a mission and we will only be able to carry them out with our constant response and a 

sense of dedication.     May God bless us all. 
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INFORMATION 

➢ Parish Contributions: Last Sunday Offertory – £821.62 (Standing orders: £686, Offertory Envelopes & 

Loose change £135.62).  Counting: This Sunday – Team E, Next Sunday – Team A This Sunday there will 

be a voluntary second collection for Pax Christi. 

➢ Holy Mass, Baptisms, funerals, & Weddings: Our 

church is open for Holy Masses & funerals. As per the 

government guidelines baptisms and weddings are 

paused until there is a further notice.  We are operating 

a booking system for weekend Masses; you will be able 

to make a booking online or by telephone.  All Masses 

will continue to be live streamed for the foreseeable 

future.  

➢ Christian Unity Octave: From 18 January – 25 

January is the Octave of Christian Unity. During this 

octave let us keep all the Christian denominations and 

pray for the unity. 

➢ RCIA Programme 2020-2021: As the COVID 

situation in the UK is at a serious level and we are now 

in lockdown, the RCIA meetings will take place 

through a virtual zoom meeting at the usual time on 

Mondays at 7.45pm.  The topic on Monday 18th January 

is “Confession”. 

➢ Cleaning Rota: If you have not already collected your 

copy, the Church Cleaning Rota for the year 2021 is 

available for collection from the sacristy. 

➢ Catholic Newspapers: If you are a reader of the 

Catholic Universe or the Catholic Times, you may wish 

to take out a subscription and have the newspaper 

delivered to your home each week, post free. Please 

visit www.thecatholicuniverse.com or call 0161 

8205722.  There is currently a special offer of 3 months 

for £22 or 12 months for £80.     

➢ Counselling: During these difficult times, ‘Black 

Country Innovate’ is offering a free 1-2-1 confidential 

counselling service, funded until 31st March 2021. The service is available in other languages on request. For 

more information and to access a referral form, please visit the website: Info@bc-innovate.co.uk. 

➢ Memories of Sister Sabina, RIP:  Sister Sabina, who died in December 2019, did a tremendous amount of 

work for the homeless and vulnerable in the Birmingham area.  To mark her anniversary, ‘SIFA FIRESIDE’ 

charity have produced a free audio CD of treasured memories and tributes.  The CD is entitled ‘Stories by the 

Fireside’. We have 10 copies so if anyone would like a copy, please contact Fr. Jobin or speak to one of the 

stewards.   

 

 

 

 

 

RESERVING YOUR SEAT FOR WEEKEND MASSES 
Telephone Booking Times:  Telephone: 01922 622 633 (Ext 1) 

Wednesday: 10am – 12 noon, Thursday: 5pm – 7pm, Friday: 5pm – 7pm 

Online Reservation: You can reserve your seat online for Mass through the parish 

website: www.stmarysthemount.co.uk 

GUIDELLINES FOR ATTENDING HOLY 

MASSES FROM 16/01/2021 

 

You are supposed to strictly follow these 

guidelines for attending Holy Masses at 

this time in our church. 

 

➢ Don’t come to the church if: 

- you are not feeling well.  

- you are vulnerable to infections.  

- you had been in contact with 

someone who tested positive.  

- someone you had contact with or 

someone at your own household is 

isolating and waiting for result. 

➢ Cover your face (both nose & mouth) 

using a face covering. 

➢ Maintain a minimum of 2 metres 

distance from each other inside the 

church. 

➢ Sanitise your hands at Entry and 

Exit. 

➢ Strictly follow the instructions of the 

Stewards. 

➢ For track & trace purpose give your 

contact details and inform the parish 

office if you are tested positive after 

attending the church. 
 

http://www.thecatholicuniverse.com/
mailto:Info@bc-innovate.co.uk
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CONTACT DETAILS 

St. Mary’s 

 

Fr. Jobin Kollappallil, 

SDV 

Address: Glebe St., Walsall, WS1 3NX;         

Tel: 01922 622 633 

Web: www.stmarysthemount.co.uk 

 Parish Email: stmary.walsall@rcaob.org.uk  

Fr. Jobin: fr.jobin.kollappallil@rcaob.org.uk 

Fr. Rionelle: fr.rionelle.hinampas@rcaob.org.uk 

FB: Stmarys Mount; Twitter: @marys_mount 

Blog: stmarysthemount.tumblr.com 

Safeguarding representative: Mrs Karen Donnellan – 

07711831462 

St. Patrick’s Fr. Roberto Ciardo SDV 

Address: Blue Lane East, Walsall, WS2 8HN.      

Tel: 01922 622633 

Email: stpatrick.walsall@rcaob.org.uk 

St. Thomas’s 

 

Fr. Christogonus SDV 

 

Address:  Dartmouth Avenue, Walsall, WS3 1SP.    

Tel: 07404816951 

Email: frchrisinsdv@gmail.com 

 

Prayer for Vocations 

 

Divine Jesus, Son of the Eternal Father and Mary Immaculate, grant us and all the faithful 

true generosity in following your call and bestow on us the grace of your Holy Spirit to 

persevere in overcoming all obstacles to our vocations. Give the church in our Diocese and 

throughout the world many holy priests, fervent religious and committed lay people. Through 

the intercession of the Most Blessed Virgin Mary, all the Angels, Blessed Justin and all Saints, 

we humbly ask you to hear our prayers and multiply the ministries by which we may serve You 

and one another in faith and love.  Amen.  Hail Mary….. 
 

 
 

 

The Prayer for Spiritual Communion  

 

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. I love You above all 

things, and I desire to receive You into my soul. Since I cannot at this moment receive You 

sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart.  I embrace You as if You were already 

there and unite myself wholly to You.  Never permit me to be separated from You.  Amen. 

 

Prayer at the Time of Distress 

Merciful God come to the help of your people. Be our shelter in this time of peril and 

strengthen the bonds of our community.  Bring healing to all who suffer the ravages of disease 

and assist those whose skill and art can put an end to this affliction.  Through Christ our Lord. 

Amen 

Prayer after Communion 

“O my God and my all, Father, Son and Holy 

Spirit, may your will be done, your love reign, your 

glory shine always more in me and in everyone as 

in yourself, O my God and my all.”          Bl. Fr. Justin 

http://www.stmarysthemount.co.uk/
mailto:stmary.walsall@rcaob.org.uk
mailto:fr.jobin.kollappallil@rcaob.org.uk
mailto:fr.rionelle.hinampas@rcaob.org.uk
tel:01922
mailto:stpatrick.walsall@rcaob.org.uk
mailto:frchrisinsdv@gmail.com
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Sunday and Weekday Masses 
 

 

 

 

 

Let us pray for those who are sick: 

Lorraine Darby, Mavourneen Smith, Marie Hornblower, Judith Dunthorne, Patricia Davies, Angela Gonsalves, Margaret 

Powell, Matthew McGill, Dr. Petroc Willey, Lee Chit Wei, Margaret Abbot, Susan Naughton, Mrs K Carter,   

Carol Callaghan, Jo Baker, Mrs Small, Peter Corrigan, Josie Kelleher, Gilbert Wilkes, Doris White. 

DATE TIME CHURCH/PLACE MASS INTENTION OFFERED BY 

Saturday 16th   
5:30pm 

6:30pm  

6:30pm 

St. Mary’s 

St. Patrick’s 

St. Thomas’s 

Vigil Mass 

 

 

Sunday 17th   

Third Sunday in 

Ordinary Time 

Peace Day 

9:00am 

10:00am 

10:00am 

11:00am  

St. Mary’s 

St. Patrick’s 

St. Thomas’s 

St. Mary’s  

Tony Callaghan - RIP 

 

 

Tony Walford 

Berni & Family 

 

 

V Fenlon 

Monday 18th  

     

  

9:15am 

10:00am 

10:00am 

6:30pm 

7:00pm  

St. Patrick’s 

St. Thomas’s 

St. Mary’s 

St. Mary’s 

St. Mary’s 

 

 

Tony Callaghan - RIP 

Holy Rosary 

Daphne Wright - RIP 

 

 

S & J Parker 

 

Hilary 

Tuesday 19th  
 

St. Wulstan  
 

Bishop  

9:15am 

10:00am 

9:30am 

10:00am 

  

St. Patrick’s 

St. Thomas’s 

St. Mary’s 

St. Mary’s  

 

 

Holy Rosary 

Douglas David - RIP 

Pauline Clark - RIP 

 

 

 

Vijay & Family 

Kevin Platt 

Wednesday 20th 

 

St. Fabian, Pope 

 

St. Sebastian, 

Martyr  

10:00am 

10:00am 

6:00pm 

7:00pm 

St. Patrick’s 

St. Thomas’s  

St. Mary’s 

St. Mary’s 

 

 

Adoration for Vocations 

Mass for Vocations 

Olivier Nizigama – RIP, DA 

Eutemia Fernandes – RIP 

 

 

 

 

Josianne Nduwimana 

Hilary 

Thursday 21st  

 

St. Agnes, Virgin 

  

9:15am 

10:00am 

9:30am 

10:00am 

St. Patrick’s 

St. Thomas’s  

St. Mary’s 

St. Mary’s 

 

 

Holy Rosary 

Holy Mass 

 

 

 

 

Friday 22nd  

 
  St. Vincent 

Deacon & Martyr  

9:15am 

10:00am 

6:15pm 

6:30pm 

7:00pm 

St. Patrick’s 

St. Thomas’s  

St. Mary’s 

St. Mary’s 

St. Mary’s 

 

 

Confessions 

Holy Rosary 

Thanksgiving & Special 

Intention 

 

 

 

 

D’Silva Family 

Saturday 23rd   

  

10:00am 

10:30am 

5:30pm 

6:30pm 

6:30pm  

St. Mary’s 

St. Mary’s 

St. Mary’s 

St. Patrick’s 

St. Thomas’s  

Vincent Carroll - RIP 

Adoration & Confession 

Danuta Szulkowska – RIP, 

DA 

Hugh Carroll 

 

Steve & Domenika 

Hill 

Sunday 24th   

Third Sunday in 

Ordinary Time 

Sunday of the 

Word of God 

9:00am 

10:00am 

10:00am 

11:00am  

St. Mary’s 

St. Patrick’s 

St. Thomas’s 

St. Mary’s  

Ann Redmond – RIP 

 

 

Thanksgiving 

Hugh Carroll 

 

 

Kunnathoor Family 

C=Conversion, RIP=Rest in Peace, DA=Death Anniversary, S=Sick, B=Birthday, TH=Thanksgiving, WB=Well-Being, H=Healing,  

SI=Special Intention, PC=Parish Centre, M=Marriage, WA=Wedding Anniversary, Ch=Church, MV=Maryvale, SCH=School, BD=Beechdale,  

BP=Baptism 

 

 

 

 

 


