
Guidance on Re-opening of Catholic Churches for Individual Prayer

The doors of our church have been closed since 23rd March 2020. All of us share a deep desire to
re-open our churches as soon as the Government allows us to do so. Re-opening must, of course, happen 
in a safe manner, and it is likely to take place in stages. Each stage will be accompanied by guidance to 
ensure this can happen safely and effectively. We need to focus on what is needed to open churches
safely (i.e. providing the least possible risk of transmission of the virus) for private prayer as a first step.

Now we are looking forward to the opening of the church for Individual & Personal prayer. 
Please note that, at this time, it is still not permitted to open churches for individual prayer, but we are 
expecting that it will happen soon.

Below are some principles that we must consider seriously when re-opening the church. 

I. Protecting those at higher risk (e.g. the elderly, those extremely vulnerable and shielding or clinically 
vulnerable and accessing annual flu immunisation); II. Enhanced cleaning of premises - more regularly
and no sharing of items; III. Social Distancing - including when using outdoor spaces; IV. Face coverings
for reassurance; V. Hygiene (handwashing) or hand sanitising facilities for all; VI. Managing children 

***IMPORTANT AND URGENT ***

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED (Preparing for safe re-opening)

Many thanks to those who responded to last week’s appeal for volunteers to help in the Church
once we re-open. In order to re-open the Church, we will need to ensure that we have an adequate number 
of Stewards/Volunteers to support us in the daily running of the Parish. The team of Stewards should be 
healthy and fit.  At present this excludes those who are vulnerable (over 70 years, and/or with certain pre-
existing health conditions, self-isolating or shielding). This may change once we get clearer instructions
from both the Government and the Bishops’ Conference. 

The Role of Stewards/Volunteers/Cleaners

The stewards will be responsible for managing the doors and making sure the appropriate number 
of people are in church during Masses. They will also make sure that people sanitise their hands when 
entering and leaving the church, ensure that social distancing guidelines are being met by each person and
that the one-way system, which will be in place inside the church, is followed at all times. The cleaners 
will be required to help with sanitising pews, handles and any other surfaces which may pose a risk of 
infection around the church. This will need to take place after each period of individual prayer or 
Holy Mass. 

To make this successful, and to enable us to open the church as many times as possible, we need 
to have plenty of people ready to help; otherwise we may not be in a position to open our church. In the
past, we have gratefully relied on the help and support of many older parishioners who now find
themselves in the vulnerable category.  Therefore, the time has come for our younger parishioners to
step forward to help and support those generations who have always made our church a safe and
welcoming place. I am knocking at the door of your hearts and asking for an extra sacrifice for our 
parishioners.  We are one family and we will come out of this together. It is understandable that some
people may be worried about stepping forward, but remember we are in this together. 

We need approximately 4 stewards and 4 cleaners for each time that we open the church.

At first, we shall open the church just once each week, increasing the opportunities according to the 
number of people who volunteer.

Please note that the parish will provide enough PPE for all volunteers.

Fr. Jobin SDV


