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England – The Dowry of Mary 
 Why is England called the “Dowry of Mary”? A unique attribute, among all nations, when Catholics of England 

believed for centuries that their country is in a special sense the Dowry of Mary. 

“Dowry” comes from the Latin word “dos”, which means: donation, gift, endowment. It is commonly understood as the 

donation accompanying a bride upon marriage. In Medieval English law the meaning was reversed, a “dowry” is a portion of 

the husband’s estate being allocated for the maintenance of his wife should the latter became a widow. Thus, we may find a 

reference on landed estates, where the Dower House is a property being set aside intended precisely for that purpose. 

Concerning its historical understanding, England’s title as Mary’s Dowry means that England has been set apart for Our Lady. 

The very use of the term “Our Lady” or the “Lady Mary” to refer to the Blessed Virgin Mary has more ancient history in 

England (although common in Western Europe from the twelfth century onwards), where the first extant example comes from 

an Anglo-Saxon poet at the end of the eighth century. 

There is a tradition that the title 'Dowry of Mary' goes back to Edward the Confessor (1042 - 1066) but there is no historical 

documentation to support it. There is no doubt, however, about the deep devotion to Our Lady that existed in medieval England 

and the dedication rests on this foundation as it had become widespread by the middle of the fourteenth century and around 

the year 1350. During this time, what the mendicant preacher stated in a sermon, attested to its widespread of the said devotion: 

“it is commonly said that the land of England is the Virgin’s Dowry”, thus reflecting the origin of the title in the deep devotion 

of its people to the Mother of God in the Middle Ages. The first documentary evidence for the title was found in a painting 

which used to hang in the English College in Rome, showing Richard II (1377 - 1399) and his consort kneeling before Our 

Lady and offering England to her. He holds a parchment with a Latin inscription: “Dos tua Virgo pia haec est” (This is thy 

dowry, O Holy Virgin). Perhaps the painting portrayed the King presenting England to Our Lady as her Dowry in Westminster 

Abbey in 1381. In 1399 Thomas Arundel, Archbishop of Canterbury, wrote to his suffragan bishops and it was believed that 

the Archbishop of Canterbury’s letter is a further indication that the title of England as the Dowry of Mary was in common 

usage at the end of the fourteenth century. It was believed that Our Lady was the country's protectress and, through her power 

of intercession, she acted as the country's defender or guardian. In the reign of Henry V (1386 -1422) the title was applied to 

England in Latin texts and, according to the monastic chronicler Thomas Elmham, English priests sought the intercession of 

‘the Virgin, protectress of her dower’ on the eve of the Battle of Agincourt (1415). 

In the past, England was given as a gift to Our Lady, a donation reflecting the great love of her people who sought 

Mary’s prayers and protection. The gift to be given in 2020 will likewise reflect that same love of the Mother of God, but 

what will be offered will not be the country of England, but the gift of the personal faith of the people of this country as we 

seek once again the prayers and protection of the Mother God.  

To this end on Sunday 29th March 2020, the Sunday after the Solemnity of the Annunciation at 12 noon, the time 

of the Angelus, individuals will be invited to recite the new prayer based on the Angelus called the Angelus Promise. This 

may take place during Mass, or a Liturgy of the Word, or in one’s home.  

The Act of Dedication will begin after the recitation of the Angelus Promise with the reading of the words of 

Archbishop Arundel: “The contemplation of the great mystery of the Incarnation has drawn all Christian nations to venerate 

her from whom came the first beginnings of our redemption. But we English, being the servants of her special inheritance and 

her own dowry, as we are commonly called, ought to surpass others in the fervour of our praises and devotions.”  

 May God bless us all. 
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PARISH INFORMATION 
 

COLLECTIONS: Last Sunday - £874.69. (Standing orders: £686, Offertory & Gift-Aid envelopes: £188.69. 

Overseas Charity Collection: £26.84. The value of your donations is increased when it is gift aided. Many 

thanks for your generosity. Counting Team this week: C (Next week: D)  

Rededication of England: As the Catholic Church in England is 

rededicating England to Blessed Mother Mary, we will mark this 

rededication during on Sunday 29th March.  The prayers will be 

attached to next week’s newsletter so that you can be part of this 

special celebration. 

Funeral of Canon Taylor: The funeral of Rev. Canon Taylor will 

take place on Thursday 26th March. Archbishop will celebrate the 

Funeral Rites. In the light of the present situation and guidelines given 

by the Bishops Conference this will be a simple graveside service with 

the family only. A private requiem mass will be celebrated by Frs. 

Jobin and Rionelle alone at the Mount on that day. There will be a 

Memorial Mass arranged at The Mount later in the year to which all 

will be invited. 

It’s really sad that we are unable to join for this, but I am sure 

that you will understand it considering the health and safety of 

everyone of us.  

Mass & Prayer 

Intentions: Although 

there will be no Masses in church, for parishioners, during the 

coming weeks, the priests will continue to celebrate Mass each 

day and they will offer Mass for any intentions that have already 

been requested. (Please refer to Mass times for specific details.) 

If you would like to request a particular Mass or prayer intention 

during this time, please do not hesitate to contact Fr. Jobin on 

622633 (Ext.1) or stmarysthemountparish@yahoo.co.uk 

Newsletter: If you do not currently receive the newsletter by email, and would like to do so, please email 

Fr.Jobin at stmarysthemountparish@yahoo.co.uk and ask to be added to the mailing list.  

Parish Information: For the updated parish information please visit parish website regularly: 

www.stmarysthemount.co.uk 

Live Streaming of Holy Mass: If you have 

access to the internet, you will be able to watch 

Mass online celebrated by one of the priests 

from the Mount by clicking on the following 

link in your Computer, Mobile, Television, 

iPad etc: Facebook: Stmarys Mount,  

YouTube: St Marys The Mount Walsall.  

Mass timings: MON – SAT: 7pm, SUN: 11am. 

Please switch on your device at least 5 minutes 

before each service to participate from the beginning of the mass. 

In these difficult times, please 

take a moment each day to pray 

for all those who are suffering. 
 

Merciful God, 

come to the help of your people. 

Be our shelter in this time of 

peril 

and strengthen the bonds of our 

community. 

Bring healing to all who suffer 

the ravages of disease 

and assist those whose skill and 

art can put an end to this 

affliction. 

Through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
Helping Hands! 

If you are confined to your home, as a 

result of the current situation, and you 

need some help with issues such as 

shopping, posting letters etc., please 

contact the presbytery on 01922 622633 

(Extension 1) or email at: 

stmarysthemountparish@yahoo.co.uk 

  

 

 
This weekend we wish all our mothers a very happy, 

holy and healthy Mother’s Day. 

God bless you all. 

 

Spiritual Communion  

As we are now entering a time when we cannot attend Mass for a valid reason, we are therefore exempt 

from our Sunday obligation. 

During this time, we are encouraged to make a Spiritual Communion, when we desire to be in union with 

Jesus Christ in the Holy Eucharist. This can be done whilst you watch a live stream of Mass being offered. 
 

You can make an act of Spiritual Communion by saying the following prayer: 

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. 

I love You above all things, and I desire to receive You into my soul. 

Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart. 

I embrace You as if You were already there and unite myself wholly to You. 

Never permit me to be separated from You.  Amen. 

 

mailto:stmarysthemountparish@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:stmarysthemountparish@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:stmarysthemountparish@yahoo.co.uk
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CATHOLIC BISHOPS’ CONFERENCE OF ENGLAND AND WALES 
 

A letter from the President and Vice-President on behalf of all the Bishops of the Conference 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

In response to the Coronavirus pandemic, so many aspects of our lives must change. This includes the ways in 

which we publicly express our faith.  It is very clear that, following official advice and in order to keep each 

other safe, save lives and support the NHS, at this time we must not gather for public acts of worship in our 

churches.  This will begin from Friday evening, 20th March 2020, until further notice.  

 

Our churches will remain open.  They are not closing.  They will be a focal point of prayer, where you will 

find solace and strength.  In visiting our churches at this time, we will observe with great care the practices of 

hygiene and the guidance on social distancing.  However, the celebration of Mass, Sunday by Sunday and day 

by day, will take place without a public congregation.  
 

Knowing that the Mass is being celebrated; joining in spiritually in that celebration; watching the live-

streaming of the Mass; following its prayers at home; making an act of spiritual communion: this is how we 

share in the Sacrifice of Christ in these days.  These are the ways in which we will sanctify Sunday, and indeed 

every day. 
 

We want everyone to understand that in these emergency circumstances, and for as long as they last, the 

obligation to attend Mass on Sundays and Holy Days is removed. This is, without doubt, the teaching of the 

Church (Catechism of the Catholic Church 2181).  This pandemic is the 'serious reason' why this obligation 

does not apply at this time.   
 

You will find more details about the pathway of prayer and sacramental life we are now to take in the 

accompanying document and on the Bishops’ Conference website (www.cbcew.org.uk). Your own bishop and 

parish priest will provide further support, encouragement and information about our way of prayer together in 

the coming weeks.   
 

The second vital aspect of these challenging times is our care for each other.  There are so many ways in which 

we are to do this: being attentive to the needs of our neighbour, especially the elderly and vulnerable; 

contributing to our local food banks; volunteering for charitable initiatives and organisations; simply keeping 

in touch by all the means open to us. 
 

During these disturbing and threatening times, the rhythm of the prayer of the Church will continue.  Please 

play your part in it.  The effort of daily kindness and mutual support for all will continue and increase.  Please 

play your part in this too. For your commitment to this, we thank you. 
 

'The Lord is my shepherd, there is nothing I shall want. 
 

May God bless us all. 
 

Vincent Cardinal Nichols, President 

Archbishop Malcolm McMahon OP, Vice-President 

18th March 2020 

 

 
 

 

CONTACT DETAILS 

St. Mary’s 
Fr. Jobin Kollappallil 

SDV 

Address: Glebe St., Walsall, WS1 3NX 

Tel: 01922 622 633 

Web: www.stmarysthemount.co.uk 

Email: stmarysthemountparish@yahoo.co.uk 

FB: Stmarys Mount; Twitter: @marys_mount 

Blog: stmarysthemount.tumblr.com 
 Safeguarding representative: Mrs Karen Donnellan – 07711831462 

St. Patrick’s 
Fr. Roberto Ciardo 

SDV 

Address: Blue Lane East, Walsall, WS2 8HN 

Tel: 01922 622633 

Email: stpatricksrcchurch@gmail.com  

St. Thomas’s 

 

Fr. Christogonus  

SDV 

 

Address:  Dartmouth Avenue, Walsall, WS3 1SP 

Tel: 07404816951 

Email: frchrisinsdv@gmail.com 

http://www.cbcew.org.uk/
http://www.stmarysthemount.co.uk/
mailto:stmarysthemountparish@yahoo.co.uk
tel:01922
mailto:stpatricksrcchurch@gmail.com
mailto:frchrisinsdv@gmail.com
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Sunday and Weekday Masses 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Let us pray for those who are sick: 
 

Marie Hornblower, John Bush, Judith Dunthorne, Patricia Davies, Angela Gonsalves, Mary Gallagher, 

Margaret Powell, Anne Jennings, Matthew McGill, Dr. Petroc Willey, Lee Chit Wei, Margaret Abbot, Susan 

Naughton, Mrs K Carter, Carol Callaghan, Jo Baker,  

Mrs Small, Peter Corrigan, Josie Kelleher, Mary Tomkins, John Carter, Gilbert Wilkes. 
 

 

 

 

  

Date  

  

Time 

  

Church/Place 

  

Mass Intention 

 

Offered By 

Saturday 21st    
7.00pm  St. Mary’s Susan Porter H  

 

P Matthews 

 

Sunday 22nd  

Fourth Sunday 

of Lent 
 

Day of Prayer for 

Candidates for the 

Sacraments 
  

11:00am  St. Mary’s 

  

Barbara Donnellan RIP 

Abigail Diane Randon H 

Peggy McGill RIP  

Family 

R Parkes 

A & C Maybury 

Monday 23rd     

St. Turibius of 

Mongrovejo 

Bishop 

7:00pm St. Mary’s Canon Peter Taylor RIP I Chikuya 

Tuesday 24th    
7:00pm St. Mary’s Tim Naughton RIP Family 

Wednesday 25th  

The Annunciation 

of the Lord  

7:00pm St. Mary’s Mass for Vocations 

Peggy McGill RIP 

 

M Byers 

Thursday 26th  

St Francis of Paola 

Hermit 

7:00pm  St. Mary’s   

Faith Moore RIP, B 

 

 

P Moore 

Friday 27th    
7:00pm St. Mary’s  Peggy McGill RIP M & L Rose 

Saturday 28th     

7.00pm  St. Mary’s  Canon Peter Taylor RIP Bubb Family 

Sunday 29th  

Fifth Sunday 

of Lent 
 

Day of Prayer for 

Candidates for the 

Sacraments 
 

11:00am 

  

St. Mary’s  John Duffy RIP 

John Duffy RIP 

 

Shepherd Family 

A & C Maybury 

Prayer for Vocations 
 

Divine Jesus, Son of the eternal Father and Mary Immaculate, grant us and all the faithful true generosity in 

following your call and bestow on us the grace of your Holy Spirit to persevere in overcoming all obstacles 

to our vocations. Give the church in our Diocese and throughout the world many holy priests, fervent religious 

and committed lay people. Through the intercession of the Most Blessed Virgin Mary, all the Angels, Blessed 

Justin and all Saints, we humbly ask you to hear our prayers and multiply the ministries by which we may 

serve You and one another in faith and love.  Amen.  Hail Mary….. 
 

 


